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Tired of the crowded beaches along the Gulf Coast? Experience the relaxed atmosphere of

Floridaâ€™s east coast. Thousands of people flock to the Gulf Coast along the panhandle every

spring and summer. Popular vacation hot spots such as Panama City Beach, Pensacola, and

Destin are overrun with tourists. Itâ€™s hard to relax when youâ€™re elbow to elbow with other

people along the crowded beaches, and crime is on the rise in many of these popular areas.Looking

for a better beach experience? Head for the east coast and enjoy the beaches along the Atlantic

Ocean. Thereâ€™s plenty to keep you entertained, but you wonâ€™t have to fight the crowds of the

panhandle.Youâ€™ll find plenty of pristine beaches with room to stretch out and enjoy relaxing in the

sun. Want to watch the sunrise over the ocean? The sun rises directly over the Atlantic Ocean and

itâ€™s absolutely beautiful. You canâ€™t get that in the Gulf. The waves are bigger, the waters are

warmer, and the people are laid-back and friendly. Want to enjoy a drive along the beach? Several

beaches allow you to drive ON the beach! If you want to take a scenic trip along the shore, A1A

offers spectacular ocean views through small towns in areas with little traffic. Of course, you can

always follow the A1A down to Beachfront Avenue (yes, THAT Beachfront Avenue on A1A) by

heading south to Miami.Ready to spend the day combing the beaches for shells and shark teeth?

From conch shells to prehistoric shark teeth, youâ€™re sure to find plenty of treasures on the

Atlantic beaches. East Coast Florida has it all!Love dolphins and manatees? See them up

close.Want to know how beer is made? Tour a brewery for free.Want to catch a glimpse of sea

turtles? Keep an eye out.Ready to try deep sea fishing? Make a day of it!Are you an NFL fan?

Catch a game while the Jags are in town.Some beaches allow drinking, but alcohol is prohibited in

some areas to provide a safer, more family-friendly environment than popular beaches in the Gulf.

That doesnâ€™t mean adults canâ€™t enjoy themselves. Jacksonville comes alive at night! East

Coast Florida can offer fast-paced excitement and lazy days in the sun. Find hidden gems in small

towns and tour the city for shopping and fine dining. This guide is chock-full of great places near

Jacksonville.Please Note: This guide is intended for guests visiting the Jacksonville area. It is not

intended for residents, as residents will likely be familiar with the beaches and attractions mentioned

in this book.
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